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‘.‘/ashmgton—The Central Intelligence

Agency has told Congress that, despxte a

grim economic situation, the Soviet Union -
“-can be expected to continue the steady, -
long-term expansion of its military power: :

. George Bush, the director of central in-
telhve'xce, told a Senate panel m testimo-

ny released yesterday that 1975 was a
. “disastrous” year- for Soviet agﬁculture :
and its economy suffered its “most serious -
- sethack” since Leode Brezhne :

power. - - :
Mr. Bush; ‘other CIA officials and De-s
fense Department  intelligence ‘officers
-testified. May 24:and June-15- (and also.

submitted . written - material - answenng\,-;

.questions) to the-Joint Economic Commit- -
tee’s subcomrnittee on priorities and econ- |
. omy in- government, chaired by Senator
. William Proxrmre (D, Wisl}, WI:IO made: |

In an.-accompanying stateme
“senator said. the outstanding features of:
i- the Soviet economy are that it is not self-§
. sufficient, being dependent on imports for’]
“the most - basic” commod;ty—food——and
- that it l4gs behind. the United States in-
technology, especxally in the mlhtary are—

“The evxdencef 15, Mr ;,Proxmxre saxd,:l
that high military spendmg is"at-least” a
conmbutmg factor m Russia’s: poor: eco- |
nomic penormance

Tucked in the- mxd
v.of testimony. was a wrltten response’ of -

“"Mr. Bushto a questzon from the panel;in-Z
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< dicating one of thé reasons for contmued
* high levels of military outlays:-
The Soviet Union has nev accepted
. the American premise that mutual deter-
. rence, or “mutual-assured destruction” i
.-event of war, is a desirable basis for'a sta:’
. ble nuclear relaticnship betwee
perpowers, Mr. Bush said,” 2
The Russians are comm1t*ed to being-

” able to fight 4 nuclear war, a decision re-:-

- flecting “a consensus on tl*e need to asstre-
the survwal of the Soviet ‘Union as a na-'j
: tional entity’.i
Bush said.

This “accords with a longstandmg tenet

~ of Soviet military doctrine. that a-nuclear |

“war could be fought and won, and that:
* counter-force capabilities (abxlu:y tostrike 1
‘a foes. m.htarv forces:>as; well -as
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2 By CHARLES W.CORDDRY
. Washington Burenuoj TheSun ... - .- S .‘
populahon] shculd be emphasmed in atra- 1
tegic forces.” - k
- -Mr.- Buslr testlfxed that many sxgn; .
~ ’show the Soviet economy.entering a peri-:
“od.of slewer growth with major sectors— ;
defense, industrial growth and consump-'
- txon—demandmg increases. :
. He expected last year’s Soviet troub,ns ’
: to hurt the econom_{’s perx’ormance thls -
Lyear v =
-~ *We are get ng reports of food shor— .
tages particularly in meat, as well as sto-
“ries of work slowdowns and vandalisms i in
=~ the markets as the people vent their ire,”-
:" he said. But he did not believe there would +
be problems of publie dxsorder the regxme.e
". could not handle. -~ - SR TP T G2
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